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My early writing experience 
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Ingredients/prompts

Clear goal

Sample or model

Target reader

Collaborative

Creative, fun

Ø Photos
Ø Share experiences

Ø Teacher’s holiday!

Ø T/St comments  

Ø Share stories  

Ø Invent! 



Considerations

Writing for success  

A project

Your classes

IATEFL.hu 2019

Learning points



Writing for success

Considerations
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Writing: Questionnaire

1. I provide a model text / samples.

2. I do the writing task myself.

3. I ask students to comment on each other’s writing.

4. I give praise regularly.

5. I think about the ‘ingredients’ /genre of  the task. 

6. We discuss and do writing tasks in class time. 
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Never  >  Sometimes  >  Often  > Always  



Once upon a time… 

She grabbed the gun and pointed it at Bond. 
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“What are we writing?!” 



A genre: RECIPES

- Vocabulary
- Food items
- ‘Cooking verbs’ 
- ‘Quantity expressions’ 

- Grammar
- ‘instructions’: imperative (GB). [HU:  ?]

- Organisation / Layout  
- Short, clear sentences (bullet-pointed)

- Style: Neutral / friendly
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Different genres

Choose 1 text type: 

Ingredients? 
Examples?   
Help your Ss?
Key ingredient?
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Writing: Online Comment 

- Vocabulary
- Grammar
- Organisation / Layout  

- Opening statement: your opinion + reasons for+against
- 2-3 body paras: each expands on points in opening (incl. 

references)
- Closing statement: rephrase your position / opinion

- Style: informal 

C1, 200 words



Writing for success

A project
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A writing project
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• Press Release
• Conference Application

• Newspaper article



Public Writing: a press release
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Press release: ‘ingredients’

- Vocabulary
- Short punchy headline 

- Grammar
- Organisation / Layout  

- Lead paragraph
- 1-2 body paras;   Quotation(s)
- Final para: “About the company” + www.

- Style 
- Formal; ‘on behalf  of  the company’
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Press Release: procedure

The Business (Advanced)
(2009) Macmillan



Press Release: my sample, task 1



Press Release: procedure

The Business (Advanced)
(2009) Macmillan





Writing – student feedback

Where to upload my 
homework?? 

(Ready to go home!) 
[R – Saudi]

I learnt about other’s 
interests!    [Á]

I didn’t know what a 
press release was. I do 

now. Useful!    [M] 
It was real, not some 
b***sh** academic 

essay. [E] 

More [genre] analysis 
please!   [L]



Press Release task: a success?

Ingredients / prompts ?

Clear goal ? 

Sample or model ?

Target reader ?

Collaborative ?

Creative, fun! ?
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You do the task!

Praise!

Be excited! 



Writing – youth!

A collaborative monthly story of  their 
lives in WRITING!
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Writing – Euroexam: Online Comment 
C1, 200 words
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Write an online comment, for or against this view.



IATEFL.hu 2019

Newcastle 



Writing – Érettségi:  Email
Középszintú, 80-100 words
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Write an email. 
- Which you are interested in and why?
- How long is each tour?  
- How much does each cost?



Writing for success

Your / exam classes  
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Writing – Euroexam, B2 Essay
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B2, 150 words

Write an essay. 
Explain your points for and against and 
provide a conclusion at the end. 



Writing for success
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Ø Know, & analyse the genre

Ø Follow & be involved in the process
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Writing for Success!

Thank you!
rachelappleby18 @ gmail.com
rapple18
https://rachelappleby.edublogs.org
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Good writing:

The quintessential 21st century skill?
Today people write as never before: 

texting, on blogs, with video cameras & 
cell phones

— The National Council of  
Teachers of  English
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Writing – and reading

If  you don’t have time to read, 
you don’t have the time (or the 
tools) to write. Simple as that.

– Stephen King
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Writing is a way of  talking 
without being interrupted.  
— Jules Renard
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Writing – & writing!


