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g the of
at tertiary level through English

Many students now choose to study in
English, at home / abroad. This is putting
enormous pressure on staff to teach their
speciality in English (English as the
Medium of Instruction — EMI).
Additionally, lectures may be packed with
students from different cultural
backgrounds, with mixed levels of English and subject knowledge. This
session demonstrates strategies to promote tutor confidence and effective

learning.
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6 The use of the English language to
teach academic subjects (other
than English itself) in countries [...]
in which the majority of the
population’s first language is not
English.

What is
IIEMIII ?

[English Medium
Instruction]

(Dearden, 2015)




What are the

consequences?

(1)

Issues for Teachers: } v
Language competency
Communicative competency

Unknowns: [less well-knowns]

Students’ level of English, subject
knowledge & cultural background



- Increase teacher confidence

Solutions:

Promote effective learning

SESSION

OVERVIEW > 2 sample videos, focusing on:
> strategies + techniques
> (not content!)
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statements ‘
Seminars / Lectures in which

students are actively engaged

.

Teaching in
an EMI
context

provide a better learning
experience.

Task 1




ue / False E

statements

“ The better the spoken English of
* the lecturer, the better the

Teaching in _
learning.

an EMI

context
Task 1




ue / False ;

|~
statements ‘ Questions such as “Do you
understand?” are an effective
Teaching in means of checking if students are

an EMI on task.
context

Task 1




ue / False

statements “
f A dictionary definition is generally

=, one of the most effective ways to
Teaching in

an EMI
context

explain a new term or concept.

Task 1




ISSUES
—1n an EMI
context

13

66 students are actively engaged

6 better English skills,

= 66 check students are on task

66 explain a new term

> |nteraction

> Clarifying & checking meaning

> Delivery (in lectures & seminars)
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Clarifying
new terms

? How can you convey meaning?

/

Pictures from context

on a cline scale

love — like — don’t mind — hate

13



Clarifying
new terms

Task 2

‘?

What order would you put these in?

)
)
)

)

Give an explanation or paraphrase
Give an example

Check understanding (ask for another
example; give a mini-task, etc.)

Give a dictionary-type definition

14



Leo Selivan: | * ‘ : Leo is talking about
‘ “polysemy”.
He mentions “aid”.

Clarifying
meaning
Task 3

Compare your ideas.

Brighton 2018

\TEFL-Online/2018

[10:25-11:16] [



Polysemy

Close or distant?

Leo Selivan:

He runs 10 miles every day.
She runs a restaurant.

He set up his own party in 2012,

Cla I’Ifyl ng I'm having a party on Friday.
meaning

His hands were rough from hard work.
I've had a rough day today.

I have to go to the bank.
A man was fishing on the opposite bank.

IATEFL Online
Brighton 2018

www.teachingenglish.org.uk/events/IATEFL-Online/20

RITISH
OUNCIL



Clarifying
meaning

(“suggested
order”)

Suggested order:

v

Give a dictionary-type definition (d)
Give an explanation or paraphrase (a)
Give an example (b)

Check understanding (ask for another

example; give a mini-task, etc.) (c)

Other strategies: Li-Shih Huang, oupeltglobalblog.com
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|

? Underline key words; add pauses /

/

Leo Selivan: Well polysemy is the fact of having a

number of meanings ‘semy’ in other
Effective

delivery

"words semantic meanings and poly from
Greek meaning ‘many’ so polysemy 1s

Task 4

the fact that many English words are
polysemous some are close some are

distant Q §>>>
(punctuation removed)
[10:28-10:50]
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Leo Selivan:

Effective

delivery

Well polysemy is the fact of having a

number of meanings / ‘semy’ in other

words semantic meanings and poly
from Greek meaning ‘many’ / so
polysemy i1s the fact that many English

words / are / polysemous / some are

close / some are distant

19



n

EFFECTIVE Stress key words
DELIVERY ~ Pause / between phrases

STLNESSISREE % Teacher > delivery a text clearly
PAUSES Students > better understanding

20



Tatiana
Golechkova

Brighton 2018

www.teachingenglish.org.uk/events/IATEFL-Online/2018




Tatiana
Golechkova

Approaching
new concepts
Task 5

What do you know about
“student-generated activities”?

What do you want to know?

[01:13 - 01:42]




Tatiana
Golechkova

Approaching
new concepts

‘N




Tatiana

What do you know about
Golechkova

“student-generated activities”?
What do you want to know?

Approaching
Ml new concepts

What have you learnt?




WHAT YOU
KNOW

WHAT YOU

A KWL CHART ANT TO KNOW

WHAT YOU'VE
LEARNT
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Tatiana
Golechkova:

Effective

delivery
Task 6

Underline signposts

Right, today I would like to speak a little bit more about the

activities themselves, their benefits for learners, and for the
teacher. I would like to speak about the problems that I
encountered in my practice, suggest some solutions, and
finally again if we have time I will share some feedback that
was provided by my students. Once again, these are the
exercises that students create for one another. These could be
exercises based on and focused on either the skills or
systems. To illustrate more clearly what I mean by that, let
me show you what the students were asked to do.

[02:03 — 02:58]
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EFFECTIVE
DELIVERY

SIGNPOSTS

Teacher > organise content logically

i«  Students > follow the talk




RECAP:

ISSUES
—1n an EMI
context

13

66 students are actively engaged

6 better English skills,

= 66 check students are on task

66 explain a new term

> |nteraction

> Clarifying & checking meaning

> Delivery (in lectures & seminars)
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RECAP:

ISSUES
—1n an EMI

context

Interaction

Clarifying & checking meaning v
Giving clear definitions
Checking understanding (Qs; mini tasks)
Drawing on what sts know (KWL chart)

Delivery v

stress & pauses; signposts




INTERACTION

Task 7

What forms of interactivity have you
used / experienced in this session?
Tick v the ideas on the handout.

Why is interactivity especially
important in an EMI context?
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increase

Teacher confidence

5. pair discussions

2. using signposts

promoting

Effective learning




guestions?

33



Dearden, J. (2015). ‘English as a medium of instruction — a growing global phenomenon’.
www.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/e484 emi - cover option 3 final web.pdf
(retrieved 29 March 2019)

Golechkova, T. (2018, April). Using student generated activities in class: problems and
solutions. Paper presented at the 52" IATEFL conference, Brighton.

solutions
Huang, Li-Shih, ‘8 easy techniques to help learners practice cIarifying their explanations’.

rlfvmg their-explanations (retrieved 28 March 2019)
an, L. (2018, April). Do some words matter more or the frequency fallacy. Paper
sented at the 52" IATEFL conference, Brighton.
www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/do-some-words-matter-more-or-frequency-fallacy
British Council ATE [Academic Teaching Excellence] EMI course
www.britishcouncil.org/education/ihe/what-we-do/professional-development/academic-
teaching-excellence (retrieved 29 March 2019)

Menti.com [for students]; mentimeter.com [for teachers] — online interactive presentation
software

@SlidesCarnival (slide template)

www.tinaleaheydesignsuk.etsy.com — illustration of Liver Building on ppt slides

PPT slides & handout for this talk, go to ‘Conference Talks’ at rachelappleby.edublogs.org




iatefl
LIVERPOOL
M 2019

Resolving the challenges of
teaching at tertiary level
through English

Thank you!

Rachel Appleby
rachelapplebyl8 @ gmail.com
rapplel8



